
From Concrete Jungles to 
Human-Centred Cities

A
s our cities grow 
hotter, disaster-prone 
and more congested 
with each passing year, 

I believe it is time we seriously 
rethink how we plan and live in our 
urban spaces. We have become so 
obsessed with concrete that we 
have forgotten the simple things 
that make a city liveable.

To begin with, we must 
encourage people to walk again. 
Pedestrians have rights too, yet 
our footpaths are broken, 
encroached upon, or simply 
missing. Alongside this, we should 
make cycling safe and convenient, 
because a city that moves on its 
own two feet and two wheels is a 
healthier and cleaner city. This is 
an alternative thought to mega 

metro projects being taken up 
even in middle India.

We also need far more greenery 
than we currently have. Urban 
gardens, vertical gardens on our 
buildings, and the protection of 
our remaining water bodies can do 
wonders to cool our surroundings. 
Many parts of our cities have 
quietly become micro heat zones, 
where the actual temperature is 
far higher than what is reported 
for the city as a whole. These heat 
bowls are man-made, and they can 
be unmade.

Water, too, must be treated with 
respect. Proper secondary and 
tertiary treatment would allow us 
to reuse water instead of wasting 
it. And our governments must be 
willing to subject their own 
policies and political manifestos to 
a green audit so that promises 

Why walkways, green cover, water conservation and 
citizen action must shape the future of urban India

made to the environment are 
actually kept.

I would also urge a citizens’ tree-
planting movement, where every 
weekend we put unused land to 
good use. There is plenty of land 
lying idle, undeveloped, or caught 
in litigation that could be turned 
green. We should bring in 
legislation making tree planting 
compulsory in all city vacant plots. 
It should be the primary mandate of 
the ward-level officials. We should 
de-concretise the unnecessary 
paving around our buildings so the 
earth can breathe once more.

Finally, and most importantly, we 
must enforce what we already 
promise. When major projects are 
granted environmental and 
pollution-control clearances, they 
come with conditions, especially 
regarding tree planting and green 
spaces. Yet these conditions are 
routinely ignored once approval is 
secured. Green areas meant for 
trees are concretised and turned 
into parking lots. There is no real 
authority taking due responsibility 
for ensuring compliance. We need 
dedicated officers in Pollution 
Boards and local administration 
and periodic inspections, even of 
already-approved projects, to 
make sure these green 
commitments are honoured.

If we act on these simple ideas, 
we can cool our cities, clean our air, 
and hand over a more breathable 
world to the next generation.
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CIPET is committed to a 
sustainable future by  empowering 
industries and skilling manpower 
through green technologies, 
responsible manufacturing, and 
environmental stewardship

O n the occasion of World 
Environment Day, the Central 
Institute of Petrochemicals 

Engineering and Technology (CIPET) 
reaffirms its commitment to 
supporting India’s transition towards 
environmental sustainability, circular 
economy practices, responsible 
manufacturing, and climate-conscious 
industrial growth. As a premier 
national institution in the fields of 
petrochemicals, polymer engineering, 
and technology, CIPET plays a vital role 
in advancing sustainable development 
through education, skill development, 
innovation, research, and industry 
support.

Over the years, CIPET has evolved 
into a key enabler of India’s green 
transformation by promoting waste-
to-wealth initiatives, resource-
efficient technologies, sustainable 
plastics processing, product testing, 
and standardization. Through its 
state-of-the-art laboratories, 
advanced infrastructure, and 
technology support services, CIPET 
assists industries, startups, and 
MSMEs in adopting quality-driven, 
energy-efficient, and 
environmentally responsible 
manufacturing practices. These 
efforts help reduce waste 
generation, improve product 
performance, ensure regulatory 
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compliance, and strengthen 
greener production ecosystems.

A major focus area for CIPET is the 
development of future-ready human 
resources. Through diploma, 
undergraduate, postgraduate, 
doctoral, and skill development 
programmes aligned with national 
initiatives such as Skill India, Make in 
India, and Atmanirbhar Bharat, CIPET 
is nurturing a skilled workforce 
capable of driving sustainable 
industrial growth. Its industry-
oriented curriculum, practical 
training, and innovation-driven 
approach equip young professionals 
with the expertise required for 
environmental stewardship and 
sustainable manufacturing.

CIPET also contributes 
significantly to sustainable 
materials development and 
environmental testing. Its advanced 
testing laboratories are recognized 
by the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) for testing 
compostable and biodegradable 
materials, supporting industries in 
developing eco-friendly 
alternatives and meeting 
environmental standards.

Through its nationwide Skill 
Development initiatives, CIPET is 
strengthening India’s sustainable 
plastics ecosystem by offering 

specialized training in plastics 
recycling, biodegradable materials, 
circular economy practices, green 
processing technologies, and 
sustainable manufacturing. Its 
Plastic Waste Management 
Centres (PWMCs) at Varanasi, 
Bengaluru, and Bhagalpur play an 
important role in promoting plastic 
waste management, recycling 
innovation, green entrepreneurship, 
and community awareness.

Positioned at the intersection of 
economic development and 
environmental responsibility, CIPET 
is helping address the challenges of 
the petrochemical and plastics 
sectors through applied research, 
technology transfer, skill 
development, and industry 
collaboration. By fostering 
innovation, promoting eco-friendly 
technologies, and advancing circular 
economy principles, CIPET is 
contributing to India’s vision of a self-
reliant and developed nation. On 
World Environment Day, CIPET 
stands committed to building a 
cleaner, greener, and more 
sustainable Viksit Bharat through 
meaningful action and lasting impact.
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For more information: 
https://www.cipet.gov.in/


